society that is as accurate as possible and not gained unethically.
Academic capitalism runs counter to these ideals, subsuming achievement in research and teaching to attainment of economic goals and quantitatively oriented (and shallow) performance assessments and rankings. Academic self-regulation and vocational autonomy are replaced with external control by audit and management. The individual's struggle for recognition in science is colonized by university managers, who use the achievements of scientists and students to accumulate capital (economic, symbolic and cultural, in Bourdieu's terms), and thus increase the visibility of their university.
As Heckscher's investigation shows, the intervention of the KI's then rector, Anders Hamsten, in the renewal of Macchiarini's contract with the university in 2015 led to the arbitrary acquittal of Macchiarini from accusations of scientific fraud in the same year. Thus acts an academic leader who has abandoned sound academic practice in favour of maximizing the prestige and finances of his university. An academic leader remaining true to the classic ideals, and embedded in a sound academic culture and research policy, would have made the obvious choice to investigate the fraud allegations thoroughly at an early stage, looking beyond the count of publications and grants that is standard for performance appraisal today. This strategy would have been risk-free. If the investigation had cleared Macchiarini's name, every one would have benefited -the KI, the Karolinska University Hospital, Hamsten, Macchiarini, Swedish advanced clinical treatment, the international community of regenerative medicine and more. Should it have proved fraud by Macchiarini, and had the rector then taken swift action to terminate his contract, everyone, apart from the one who committed the fraud, would likewise have benefited.
Proper regard to peer review might well have prevented Macchiarini's rise to a prestigious position at the Karolinska. It would, sadly, perhaps not have prevented the deaths of his patients, but it would have avoided the exposure of important institutions such as the KI, the Karolinska University Hospital, and even the Nobel prize, to the crisis of confidence that they are currently experiencing.
As science celebrates its achievements this week, it should remember and cherish the system that produced them. The Karolinska scandal puts the spotlight on the adverse consequences of academic capitalism, which has robbed that system of important safety nets. A return to proper practice is needed to avoid the reputations of other important institutions suffering in the same way in the future. WORLD VIEWA personal take on events
